Lesson 1: We are living in a changing world with new developments, changed attitudes, challenges, and chances.
• A changing world means: changes in technology, mycotoxin patterns, and dietary behavior.
• Climate change, including more extreme weather conditions, may mean that old problems may become new ones (e.g. ergot in western Canada).
• Large collaborative projects have been launched in various regions of the world to combat mycotoxins, with more involvement of Africa and Asia.
• Food authorities and international organizations work more towards proactive approaches than reactive approaches.
• Economic and human health costs associated with mycotoxins can be equated, but the methods for assessment are arbitrary.
Lesson 2: We need to consider that co-exposure to multiple mycotoxins and other contaminants is a reality.
• Recent mycotoxin surveys prove that co-occurrence of multiple mycotoxins, including modified forms, is the rule rather than the exception.
• Food authorities now recognize mycotoxin co-occurrence as a priority in exposure assessment.
• In vitro models for risk assessment still prevail, moving to in vivo models seems challenging.
• Different modes of action are a major challenge for toxicological evaluation.
• New technologies (such as High Content Analysis) may assist in assessing combined effects of various food contaminants.
Lesson 3: New advanced tools for sampling and analysis of mycotoxins offer opportunities to increase knowledge and understanding in various respects: "the numbers tell the tale".
• An on-line FAO sampling tool is now available to visualize effects of sampling plan parameters on the risk of mischaracterizing commodity lots.
• State-of-the-art MS methods lead to a clearer picture on the range of occurring (masked) fungal secondary metabolites.
• Innovative approaches for biomarker analysis (including blood spot analysis) provide new insights into the exposure of mycotoxins, their metabolism and the efficacy of detoxifiers.
• Omics technologies are becoming an important data source for improved risk assessment and better understanding of plant-fungi interactions.
Lesson 4: Success stories and promising techniques are stimulating elements in our further efforts to tackle mycotoxin problems.
• Expanding the application of biocontrol with atoxigenic Aspergillus technology in Africa has dramatically reduced aflatoxin contamination of maize.
• Using novel compounds, including natural products, may inhibit toxin production in the plant and may mitigate the physiological impact on intestinal tissue.
• Use of hyperspectral imaging or NIRT as non-invasive analytical techniques offer promise in sorting.
• A clear trend towards ICT-based tools, including novel handheld devices, allow on-line data provision via apps and instantaneous management decisions.
Lesson 5: Integrated approaches are the way forward to the effective and efficient reduction of mycotoxins in the food and feed chains.
• New approaches go beyond "field-to-fork" and consider the entire cycle, including waste management and alternative energy sources.
• Understanding the fungi's life cycle and its interaction with host and environment is of key importance in sustainable prevention strategies.
• Innovative post-harvest techniques, including novel milling, thermal processing, and detoxification techniques become increasingly attractive to minimize mycotoxin content.
• In order to be effective to avoid adverse health effects, mycotoxin regulations have to impact the whole food and feed chains. At the Banquet, IKM Sarawak Branch also presented the 30th Anniversary Distinguished Service Award to Chan Woon Peng, the Founding Chair of the Branch, who has contributed tremendously to the development of the Branch and to chemistry in Sarawak.
Besides the wonderful foods, the delegates were entertained by a performance of Sarawak cultural dances by a group of dancers from Kumpulan Kesenian JKKN Sarawak. Kyoko Mori from Japan entertained with a performance on the flute, and then Ei-ichi Negishi serenaded the attendees with three songs accompanied by Miss Mori on the flute. The Chair of ICCE 2016 also entertained the guests with two songs, followed by two songs from the Taiwanese delegation, led by Mei-Hung Chiu. The Japanese delegation, led by Tamotsu Takahashi, followed with the song "Sukiyaki". Other performers included Puan Sri Law Hieng Ding nee Ngui Soon Leng, Lau Seng from UNIMAS, and the German delegation. Zuriati Zakaria from IKM also rendered a hot Tina Turner number, "What's Love Got To Do With It". It was a fun-filled evening ofmerry-making that the delegates truly enjoyed.
About 240 delegates participated in the ICCE 2016 Discovery and Cultural Tour on Friday, 19 August 2016. A first group visited the Semenggoh Wildlife Centre in the morning and the Sarawak Cultural Village in the afternoon. A second group visited the same sites in the reverse order.
It was really exciting that both groups witnessed the feeding of the orang-utan. In the morning, the delegates managed to come face-to-face with six orangutans, while the afternoon group saw three and had a close encounter with a male named Anuar. Then came the rain and many of us saw how Anuar used the large leaves to cover himself from the rain. They are almost human. The tour of the Sarawak Cultural Village was equally entertaining. They saw the dwellings of seven local tribes of Sarawak and witnessed their ways of life and their cultures. There was a performance of cultural dances from the various tribes.
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